LOVE

basis. These considerations show clearly that, on the
' nothing but * basis, sexual love is nothing but social
relations. But, of course, the * nothing but' reduction
is invalid. Sexual love is in mankind something more
than the innate response that produces fusion between
male and female cells. Social relations in humanity
are something more than the metabolism that co-
ordinates the cells of a nietazoan, or a volvex colony.
Passionate love and social altruism are the results of
long periods of historical change, and the change is
real, it is not just the old eternal entities wearing masks.
But like a modern Parmemdes, the instinct psychologist
seems reluctant to recognise the reality of * becoming \
The simpler relations between cells, as evidenced in
the ordinary metazoan body or the aggregations of
asexual protozoa known as colonies, are primitive
social or economic relations and form the basis from
which human society's productive relations and forces
have flowered. But it does not follow that they are
the * same thing' carried out in different media. They
are what they are, subject to their own distinctive laws.
What the individual body has in common with society
is this : the relations between the cells of the human
body are economic, there is division of labour, central
control, exchange of products, and so forth. The one
subordinates its interests, when required, to the whole.
As in all socio-economic relations, the cells achieve
more in uiuson than they do separately. But the body
is subject to biological, society to sociological laws.
The sexual cells appear on the scene at puberty, when
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